Speech and Language Parent
and Caregiver Support

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)

To All The Parents Out There....

It is not possible to work from
home and do the jobs of a
full team of educators. Be
kind to yourself and, when

you can, focus on connecting

with your child.

AAC is just a means to connect with
each other. The connection is the
important part. If your connecting

with your child using their language,

you're doing it right!

THE

I @the.aac.coach

Source: @the.aac.coach

What is AAC?

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) includes all forms of communication
(other than oral speech) that are used to express thoughts, needs, wants, and ideas. AAC
includes the use of signs, gestures, communication boards, and voice output
communication aids. AAC can be low tech or high tech with no voice output or voice
output.

e 12 % of children receiving special education services have complex communication
needs (CCN) and AAC is required (Binger & Light, 2006).

e Children who use AAC have various diagnoses, which may include autism spectrum
disorders, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, traumatic brain injury, apraxia, and
multiple disabilities.
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e |tisimportantto note that the prevalence of children with complex communication
needs is increasing (Light & McNaughton, 2012).

Souce: https://www.assistiveware.com/learn-aac/what-is-aac

What is AAC?

AAC stands for augmentative and alternative
communication. It refers to tools and
strategies that can enhance

speech or provide a completely
different means of commmunication.
AAC can be aided (i.e., using a

tool) or unaided (i.e., no tool

needed), such as sign

language or gestures. The ==

truth is we all use some

AAC. We text, type, write and use
gestures. Additional tools, such l'
as communication devices, books q
or apps, can provide a means of
communication for individuals who

are unable to speak or for whom
speech is not always their primary mode.

@the.aac.coach

Source: This picture is from The AAC Coach. For additional information from this site, go
to https://www.facebook.com/theaaccoach/

Communication Bill of Rights

The Communication Bill of Rights outlines specific communication rights that should be
ensured in ALL daily interactions involving persons who have complex communication
needs.

The Communication Bill of Rights was initially passed in 1992 and a reprioritized version
was passed in 2016. The reprioritized version has been provided below for you to review.


https://www.assistiveware.com/learn-aac/what-is-aac
https://www.facebook.com/theaaccoach/
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Video Link: ‘%The Importance of the Communication Bill of Rights
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From the Mational Joint Committee for the Communicatve Needs of Persons with Severe Disabilities. (1992).

for meeting the communication needs of persons with severe disabilities. Asha, 34(3uppl. 7). 2-3. adapted by K. Al


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6Q44HuMvG0&t=3s
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Links and Resources

e Myths and Facts

When starting to use an AAC system with your child, you may have some questions. This is
a link to some general information about AAC and answers to some commonly asked

questions.

e PrAACtical AAC

PrAACtical AAC is a terrific online resource. It supports a community of professionals and
families who are focused on improving communication and literacy abilities of people with
significant disabilities.


https://sites.google.com/view/escdaac/myths-and-facts
https://praacticalaac.org/
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